. Processing of mouse pre-rRNA. The full-length polymerase I transcript, 47S pre-rRNA, is rapidly cleaved at sites A' and 6 after its synthesis, releasing 45S pre-rRNA. At subsequent processing steps, cleavages at sites in 5'ETS and ITS1 can occur in a variable order. The two commonly observed sequences of cleavage events are presented in the middle part of the diagram. Removal of 5'ETS and the split in ITS1 start the independent maturation of the rRNAs in the two ribosomal subunits.
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